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Ngu Phap Grammar

Viethamese grammair is relatively simple. Viethamese is an isolating
language, which means that the words do not change according to
cases, they do not take any endings. Words are put together like a
mosaic. Each grammatical category has ifs special grammatical
particle which is simply added to the sentence. Word order is
crucial and each of the grammatical particles has a strictly
determined position in a sentence. We will begin with "Téi 1" | am
lesson.

I. Toila Tam

In Viethamese, a simple statement begins with a subject and
followed by a verb, then object. In the following examples, the
subject is joined to the object by the word |a which means fo be.

Toi la nguoi Viét.

(1) (fo be) (Viethamese)
I am Vietnamese.
Day la c6 Thao.
(This, here) (to be) (Miss Thdo)
This is Miss Thao.
Bai Tap:

Cdac em tGp dat cdu dung chd [a.
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II. Toi khong phaila I am not

Simple negative statement- A negative statement in Viethamese is
formed simply by adding the word khéng which is equivalent to the
English word nof.

Subject + khong + verb + object

In senfences with 1d, khéng is used in combination with phdi.
Subject + khong phai + la + object

Bai Tap:

Cdc em ddt cdu dung chli khéng phdi Ia / khéng

II1. Cau hoi Questions

One way to ask questions in Viethamese is using affiimative
questions. For example, you want to ask if someone is such person:

Ong 12 6ng Hung, phai khong?
Or
Ong 13 ong Hing, ¢6 phai khong?

Another example of affirmnative questions:

Em hiéu c6 néi, phai khong?
You understand what I said, do you not?
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Or
Em hi¢u ¢6 néi, c6 phai khong?
You understand what I said, do you not?

Bai Tap:

Cdac em ddi tU affirmative sentences ra affimative questions.
Thi du:

Anh 12 nguéi Viét Nam.

Anh 13 nguéi Viét Nam, cé phai khéng?

1. N6 Id em cua cd gido.

2. Ho hoc 18p Ba.

3. C6 day & tridng Lac HONng.

4. Me mdi mua do cho em.

5. Ban bj bénh.

IV. Céau hoi tiép tuc Questions cont'd

Questions are also formed by constructing a quesfion using
cO.....khéng.

Thi du #1:
Ban ¢6 di hoc hom nay khong? Are you going to school today?
Co, toi di hoc hom nay. Yes, I'm going to school today.

Khong, t6i khong ¢6 di hoc hoém nay. No, I'm not going to school today.
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Thi dy #2:
C6 Ay c6 phai la ¢ gido khong? Is she a teacher?
Phai, ¢o Ay 1a ¢o gido. Right, she is a teacher.

Khong (phai), c6 4y khong phai 12 ¢b gido.No, she is not a teacher.

Subject + c6 + verb + object + khong?
Subject + ¢6 phai + la + object + khong?

Bai Tap:
Cac em ddi nhiing cau sau day ra cau hdi var dich sang tiéng Anh.

1. Ong hoa s7 vé tda nhda Bach Oc (the White House).

2. N6 xéa bai Idm cula t6i.

3. Han de doa cd dy hdm qua.

4. Chi Mai chia keo cho cdc em nhod.

5. N bia cau chuyén (story) dé khdng bi phat (punished).
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